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was merely a foreign politician and general, who sub-
mitted to the eccentricities of his subjects for the
sake of using their wealth and arms in foreign
war. On this point the admissions of Macaulay are
curiously in harmony with the view of William taken
in the instructions of Louis XIV. to his diplomatists
which have lately been published. Anne certainly
believed in her own quasi-divine right; and George L
and George II. were humbler kings of the same type
as William, who thought that the proper and legiti-
mate form of government was to be found, not in
England, but in Hanover. As soon as England had
in George III. a king who cared more for English
politics than for foreign war, he repudiated the
doctrine altogether ; nor can it be said that it was
really admitted by any English sovereign until,
possibly, the present reign. But even when the
horror of the French Revolution was at its highest,
the politician, who would have been in much danger of
prosecution if he had toasted the People as the " sole
legitimate source of power," could always save him-
self by drinking to " the principles which placed the
House of Hanover on the throne.77 These principles
in the meantime were more and more becoming the
actual rule of government, and before George IIL died
they had begun their victorious march over Europe,

Popular   government,   as   first   known  to the
English, began to command the interest of the Con-